Traumatic rupture of the thoracic aorta.
Our experience with 36 cases of traumatic rupture of the aorta has prompted an aggressive investigative and surgical approach. Age range, mechanism of injury, and associated injuries are quite variable. Aortogram is essential for diagnosis and should be done with any evidence of mediastinal abnormality following a deceleration injury. The preferred method of repair is graft interposition for the transected aorta, using femoral vein to femoral artery bypass with an oxygenator in the system. The salvage rate is good if an aggressive surgical approach is used.